History and Heritage

The Castle is an ancient scheduled monument and Grade | listed
building. It forms part of an ancient inheritance known as the
Duchy of Lancaster which began in 1265. John O'Gaunt became
Duke of Lancaster in 1359 as a result of his marriage to Blanche
of Lancaster in 1359. When John's son Henry Bolingbroke came
to the throne in 1399 he passed a law which aligned the ancient
inheritance to the reigning Sovereign.

Prison and Incarceration

The Castle is steeped in history and tales of incarceration. It has
been a prisoner-of-war camp and a police training
academy. The Lancashire Witches were imprisoned and tried
here in 1612. By the mid-19th century, it was one of the largest
debtors’ prison outside London. The world's first female-only
penitentiary was built here in 1821 and innovative designs such
as the Bentham Panopticon and Pentonville styles were also
introduced around that time.

Justice and Judiciary

Until 2011 Lancaster Castle was operated as a Category C
prison by the Ministry of Justice. It boasts of the country's
oldest continuously working Crown Courts, complete with 18th
century branding iron in the dock. The magnificent 10-sided Shire
Hall designed by Joseph Gandy today houses one of the finest
displays of chivalric heraldry in the UK.

Restoration and Renewal

Since the Castle reverted to the Duchy the focus has been on
the conservation and protection of the fabric of these historic
buildings. In 2015 the current Duke of Lancaster Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth Il visited Lancaster Castle and in 2019 the
Duchy unveiled a stunning refurbishment of the Castle’s lower
courtyards, revealing buildings which had remained unseen for
more than a generation.
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The Shire Halll features one of the
chivalric heraldry.

The 'Old Cells’
Holding and SolitaryCells

back to 1784. Their ‘ancient’ appea
due to their surroundings.

Hadrian's To
A history of transp

Built in 1210, this circular tower would originall
a flat roof. The dome and upper galleri ‘(Trcﬁ
added in 1796-98. Today Hodrian’iTow r hol
historic artefacts, particularly those relating

of transportation from the Castle.
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By the mid-13th century the Castle housed the-
debtors’ prison outside Londoa:r€andiitions v
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Female Penitentiary il‘

Bentham's paniopticon principle

The female penitentiary is OT ﬁwo}using ]
cells. Its panopticon design e ! [ sl
surveillance with minimum staffing, [t was bL'H in1821
after the Prison Reform Acts of thal? m centur
dictated the separation of female an [mri.l |
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Chapel Courtyard
A place of prayer “
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Male Penitentiary and thel o
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Public seatir;wg ared Oversight of prisoners Also known as ’A—Wﬁy i
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This colonnade of archways was Turnkeys or prison g‘{ho}ds #u}ﬁ)qwseqi
uncovered by the removal of the prisoners’ exercise in tﬂ:}éb}f)eﬁnjbi}; i
former prison visitors bulldingin 2018,  They needed a vantage point %’?’cﬁ p
It has now been restored to provide a allowed a clear line of sfgﬁ’é*' cr ;'é
covered walkway and seating area for ‘segmented’ exercise yargl Jo¢
visitors linking the clock tower to the building is used as gallery Spéic

A-wing is the male penitentiary il
Built in the classic Pentonville W@ ﬂ
buildings linked by mezzanine wa
occupancy cells and four 6-personi
accommodate 112 prisoners.

place here. Male Penitentiary or A-Wing. local artists and artisans. . YE
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The Castle's dark history
The "topping shed' stood in this courtyard. It housed the =
gallows, although these were ogil / used once on this spﬁ
— for the execution of 3l-year-old Thomas Rawcliffe for
@ TICKET OFFICE murder in1910. Hanging was then abolished, but the
@ TOILETS topping shed remained here until 1965._.“ -
KITCHEN CAFE : '
(3 GUIDED TOURONLY Kitchen Cou
NO ACCESS Restored and re
Part of the restoration prjéi:t m—' ‘ H'ef'iiﬁ of
the curtain wall to its original =Y“ L h 'em‘ir‘@u i1
of the Kitchen Yard to visitors. [tis now ‘J‘Z‘&ﬁqif\ r GQLS
point for visitors and part of the Atkinson's coffee kitd] 1\ :
P T
7 Castle Café ,ﬂw
Atkinson’s Coffee Rooster‘g‘:'f
C Upper In 2017 the Duchy of Lon@r beggn work.'oh,itﬂg
OUI"tYCII"d restoration of the Kitchen Yard. This building we:
previously part of the Prison kitchen com : T
it houses a café run by Lancaster’s owned coffee
roasters and baristas, Atkinsons. \
Male Felons Tower @
Segregating Prisoners
Lower B g
Courtyard Built in 1798 for convicted male felons; this men's,
prison was originally separated from the femdle pH
tower by a high wall. Inside there were four floors 2
housing a series of individual and dormitory c\eﬂs\\
\\
5 Lancaster Suite
Lancaster University @
Originally known as the 'link block’ this building was -]
added to the Castle in 1798. It was converted if 2019
to provide a dedicated teachingxand pres ongsuite
e at the heart of the Castle. Itis currenfa, ter
John O’'Gaunt Gate Governor's House 3 The Well Tower University. e
One of England's A family home withifif 5 Also knownas Lo
finest gcteh@’ Eﬁés < the Castle v ‘The Witches' Tow
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Built ¢.1405, the sem
towers of the John O'Ga
Gatehouse rise 20m above massive
sloping plinths. With its portcullis and +
battlements built out over carbels, it
is perhaps the finest gqteh’” fits

date and type in England.

= King's Evidence
This part of the Castle was bugtl'-" Aplace of safety

around 1325. The Tower con’toiﬁftwo z

wells and three stone-flagged & = This is one of the 'new’ towefss
underground dungeons believed to ‘

have housed the Loncqshir¢ Wﬂche}

prior to their trial here in 1612.
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had turned King's Evidence' i.e. ﬁq’d'ggr"qed to
evidence for the prosecution in return for their
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freedom. - B




